Organizing a Response
Questions to Consider
There are real benefits to preparing before responding to a world event, whether it be a natural disaster
or tragedy. Before taking action, take the time to pause and reflect on your motivations, interests,
knowledge, skills, experience and more. The following questions are to help in preparing for your
meeting with Pace Center staff and are useful in making a decision in how to respond.
Why do you want to respond?
Before responding, it’s important to identify what’s calling you to act. Understanding your motivations
gives you a foundation for making decisions and communicating your intentions to others.
•
•

What’s driving you to respond?
What do you value? Why?

What are you responding to? What does the community need?
Taking the time to understand the issue you plan to address and how it manifests in real time for those
you hope to help or support is crucial.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Where are you getting your information? How reputable is the source?
How can you stay on top of updates or changes in the situation?
What are the needs of the community?
What issues matter to the community?
What is the community concerned about?
Not sure, who can you connect with in the community to find out?

What can you do? If you can’t do it, who can help you?
Whether you are starting something new or joining existing efforts, taking stock of your strengths, as
well as the areas where you might need some help, will give you a baseline for what you can contribute
and what you need to learn.
•
•
•
•
•

What skills or assets do you have?
What do you need to understand or learn?
What are your limitations?
What other individuals or groups are already responding? How?
Who do you need to reach out to?

How will you respond?
Setting realistic goals for your effort will keep you focused and on track, and allow you to manage your
expectations as you engage.
•
•
•

What is your goal for organizing a response? What do you want to achieve?
What efforts will help you achieve your goal? (protest, demonstration, march, lobbying, social
media campaign, artistic expression, raising funds ….)
What will your role be in this response?

